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will have to stop thinking that the only thing that gives our hiwve
will heve T

dignity and worth is our competitive edge. Instead, we wwet substitute

the idea that what gives our life dignity and worth is how we relate

to others, wme&=h ‘.- e h . May we quickly learn

leawa
this so we can solve the drug problems in our times.
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We are all very well acquainted with the drug problem. We know how
drugs especially affect those in the inmer city. We know that many
people there take drugs as a form of escape. They feel helpless and
hopeless. They just want to forget about all their problems. Taking
drugs offers them a way to escape. While they are taking drugs they

experience beautiful sensations. They feel they are literally on
A hovsh
cloud nine. Unfortwnetely—fer—then, a'fter a few hours they have to

return to the real world where their problems have been exacerbated
because they have taken drugs. They use drugs as a way to escape

the great psychic pain they feel in life. This part of the drug problem
has been spoken about and written about for years. We have de heard
experts tell us how we must provide adequate drug treatment programs
for these people so that they can learn to handle their pain, and

how we must provide them with real opportunities to escape the misery
of the imner city if we are ever to be able to solve ::: problem.

We also have been told that we must increase the punishments of those
who are engagéd in selling drugs as well as those who are taking drugs
so that the pain of those who take drugs will reach such a high level

that the relief the drugs offer will not be worth the subsequent paia.

This, however, is only one aspect of the drug problem. Unfortunately,
nobody talks about the other aspect of the drug problem, which is
actually much more serious, because it has affected those who are
not trying to flee from life but those who are trying to get an edge
in life. We all know that life in this country is very competitive,

. PP X She\s
that in order to make it in of?'freid—you have to constantly be on

hiy
your toes. No one can rest on shear laurels. Everyone, therefore,

. . P . - ey N
is looking for a gimmick, for something to give ehem an edge against
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sggir competitors. Drugs, at least for a short time, do give a person

an edge. Doctors tell us that a person who takes amphetamines can

raise his IQ by ten points at least for a short period of time. Athletes
know that if they take steroids they can increase their strength,

at least for a short time. There are many people in this country

st
who take drugs so they can compete adequately in the market place.

We all know Wew many people who have no heart conditio:JE;tg Enderol
when they have to appear in public. Musicians especially take it
before they have to play a solo. It does not remove the nervousness
completely but it removes nervous symptoms. Sweating ceases, hands

do not shake, etc. Stockbrokers on Wall Street take cocaine because
it increases their confidence in their ability to make quick decisions
while on the exchange floor. The grain and future buyers in the pits
of the Chicago exchange also take cocaine for the same reason. They
find that they can make quick decisioms agd that they are, at least

in the short run, a lo& sharper and can make more money. Baseball,
football, and basketball players also, for the most part, do not take
drugs or drink alcohol because they want to have fun or escape life.
They take these drugs because in the short term it seems to improve
their performance. A baseball player can raise his batting average,

a football player can gain a few more yards per carry, and a basketball
player can make a few more hoops. Eventually, of course, these drugs

will ruin an athlete's carer but in the short term they seem efficacious.

The underlying reason why most people in our society today take drugs
is to get an edge in life. Even those who know the terrible consequences
of drugs think that they can take them for just a short time, improve

their performance, and then drop them. They, of course, are wrong.
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It is very hard to stop taking drugs. The problem, though, is that
in our society you have to win at all costs. We only judge people

by their work performance and by how much money they have in the bank
@nd,. and people will do anything to enrich themselves. Look what
happened in the Virgin Islands and even in the Carolinas after Hurricane
Hugo passed. People had no§ compunction about looting. If they felt
they could get away with looting they did it. Throughout society
there is a strong feeling that it does not make any difference how

I make it. It is only important that I make it. I am justified in

using any means I can to make it.

This idea is especially hard on creative people because creative people
who have great talents and gifts always feel insecure. They always
. \ose - N
feel that they are going to ese their gifts. After all, deep down
they know that they have done nothing at all to deserve the gifts sl
LOTAN thin, e . > )
they mve They know that the only oredit they mn;{é&e is fer developxﬁg rhma besc
the geéf: they=leave, But they are always afraid that their gifts will
et
leave them. Great singers are always afraid their voices will go.
The same is true for musicians and writers and public speakers and
people who rely on their intuitive ability to solve problems. We
see all around us people who have lost their gifts, people who had
New . .
brilliant minds whocare mew afflicted with Alzheimer's, etc. Because
of this fear and because of the underlying philosophy that I am justified
in doing anything I can in order to make it, these people feel that
they have to exploit their gifts to the fullest before they lose them.

If this means taking drugs, so be it. The truth of the matter is

that most of the people who take drugs in America are not poor inner
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city people who have lost hope but rising middle class youth who are
looking for an edge in the competition of life. Some of them do not
have too much talent and are afraid that without drugs they will not
be able to make it while, on the other hand, some of them are very,
very talented people who take drugs because they are afraid that they

. . Ay by I .
will lose their talent and feel they have to capitalize on their talent

while.  ond .
whan they have it.

In the Torah portion Vayera we learn many of these things. We learn
how Lot, Abraham's nephew, chose to live in an evil city, chose to
endanger the moral life of his children because it offered him an

edge in the competition of life. He was able to make a lot more money
there. We learn how Lot's moral values became so twisted that he

was even willing to offer his two daughters to a mob which surrounded
his home if only they would leave his guests alone. He needed to
preserve his reputation throughout the country as a man who, when

he gave his protection to guests, would never deviate. In order to
safeguard his business reputation he was willing to sacrifice his

daughters in order to main this business edge.

Later we learn about the birth of Yitzchak and how after he was born
Ishmael, his older brother, was making sport of him. Ishmael, in
order to gain an edge in the family competition for firstborm rights,
was taking advantage of his position to harm his younger brother.
Unfortunately, in our day, too, people in power are willing to use

all sorts of unscrupulous means in order to achieve the edge they
think they need in order to be successful. In the ancient days people

rohow feLeey rhey necdél

thought they had to sacrifice their children in order to be successful
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in life. Even in Roman law a father had absolute power over his children.

He could kill them, abuse them, maim them, and nobody could interfere.

Th £ _hit-tomdo with—theluay ha wanted=to. Child sacrifice was

one of the main reasons why Judaism abhored se=mweh the Canaanite

religion.S mock

In the last part of the Torah portion Vayera we learn about the binding
of Isaac, how Abraham thought that he was called upon to sacrifice
his son. This posed a terrible dilemma for Abraham. All his life
he had been preaching against such child sacrifice. His contemporaries
thought that this was what gave them an edge in life. Even a thousand
years later when the capitol of Moab was besieged by Israelite troops
the king of Moab took his eldest son, who was 13 years old at the
time:\n;‘acrificed him on the wall in front of the Israelite troops,
hoping in this way to secure victory. Little baby's bones are still
found in archeological digs when homes in Moab and Amon and Canaan
are unearthed. This is an abomination in Jewish eyes. What's more,
G-d had also told Abraham that from the child born to him and Sarah
"would come a great nation'". If he killed his son, how would this
be possible? How could G-d indicate two contradictory things?
tdc‘.'v‘r

G-d, of course, did not want human sacrifice. That's one of the main
points of the Akedah, the binding of Isaac. Abraham had misunderstood
G-d's command. G-d wanted Abraham to elevate his son not sacrifice

The Mo, il cooed RS berh S50 1
him. (itkvewte). G-d does not want us to look for edges by utilizing
any immoral behavoir, especially .i.moral behavior which either maims

ourselves or our family. Looking for an edge in life can be very

destructive.




image6.png
NOVEMBER 1989

Rabbi Joseph Radinsky

PAGE SIX

That's one of the main reasons why we blow the ram's horn on Rosh
Hashonna: to remind us that we should not look for an edge in life
by utilizing immoral behavior which hurts ourselves or our families.
That's why Abraham named the place of the Akedah "G-d will see'.

All G-d wautg&gsutss do #s our best. He will see to it that we are
taken care of. We do not have to look for an edge in life. If a
person can earn a living, feed his family, and help others that is
all that is important in life. We do not need to have an edge which
is going to make us millions of dollars. What we need are the simple
pleasures of life. We need to know that we are loved and can give
love. We need to know that we can use our talents as long as we have
them, and we need to know that w;zgake a difference in the world,

at least to a few people. Everything else is gravy. G-d, especially
in the Akedah, is telling us, "Do not look for an edge by utilizing

immoral or hurtful means. Do not hurt the ones you love and do not

hurt yourself to gain an edge. I do not want that."

That is why immediately after the Akedah we learn about Abraham's
family, about Abraham's brother's children. Abraham was told, 'Do

not look for an edge. Instead, learn how to relate to your family

and to others." It is a lesson which America needs to learn now if

we are to overcome the plague of drugs. Solving the inner city drug
problem is difficult but it is possible if we are willing to devote

the necessary resources to it and especially if we are willing to
provide real growth opportunities to the people who live there. Solving
the middle and upper class drug problem is much more difficult. To

do that we will have to change a fundamental American attitude. We




